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Editorial

Dear Friends,

The celebrations of the IWF’s Centenary, our Centennial World Championships and the Centennial Year are over – what is more, we are beyond World Weightlifting’s own “Centenary”, the 100th Issue– we have returned to the daily routine in our Federation. In 2006 the working days are running by and we find ourselves halfway through the current Olympic cycle. When the new Executive Board was elected early in 2005, we defined three major areas in our operations that should be given intensive improvement. 
These were: Communication and Media Operations; Marketing and Development and the Anti-Doping Activities.

Now, sometime in the second year of our office and on the eve of the Olympic qualification process, we believe we should submit a status report on how far we have succeeded in coming in these three sectors.
In the field of Communication and Media we feel that we have made good progress. An important element of this process was the moving of the IWF Secretariat into the its office. The current premises allow for the application of high-tech communication tools and the staff members are truly professionals. The constant upgrading of the IWF Information Technology and Competition Management System can provide top-level and comprehensive data service to the television and media at our world events. We have involved young journalists, specialized in weightlifting, from the important countries of the sport (China, Iran, Russia) by granting them “IWF Media Scholarship”. Their contributions have helped us and being up to date on our superstars. You may see for yourselves their interviews, reports in the 2005-4, 2006-1 and the current issues of World Weightlifting. Besides keeping our co-operation with the AIPS Weightlifting Commission, the next step is the establishment of an IWF Press Commission – due in Santo Domingo. We have produced a 2005WWC documentary and a promotional video-DVD that may give our sport the much-desired publicity and strong sense of identity. This footage is available for our members or the representatives of the media.
The second field is that of Marketing and the Development of the sport. Although much has been achieved in this field, we cannot report on satisfactory progress. What the IWF could do with our limited resources we tried to do. We have entered into mutually beneficial contractual relationships with five officially approved barbell manufacturers. A plausible produce is the supply of barbell sets, free of charge, to the needing countries. We have upgraded our three-decade old relationship with weightlifting’s traditional and most popular outfit supplier, the adidas Company. The benefits of this new contract will be manifest henceforth. We have continued to support – and enlarged the scope of – Continental and Regional technical courses in weightlifting, to contribute to the establishment of Regional Weightlifting Centres. But – and we must underline this ‘but’: no weightlifting development is possible if you don’t know where the help should go! We need to get a clear picture of the status and situation of the sport in each and every member federation of ours. Would you believe that this is the most difficult thing to create? Unfortunately, it is. And why? Because the communication and the feedback from the affiliated members has always been – and still is – very poor. For instance: it was exactly one year ago that we launched our “Global Questionnaire for National Federations”, announcing it on these very pages, on our internet website and of course in a mailed circular to the affiliated members. The aim of the Questionnaire was to get an outline of weightlifting’s status – governance-wise, membership-wise, equipment-wise and financially – within the individual countries. A summary of the data thus supplied was supposed to produce a global picture on our sport. Well: out of the 176 affiliated National Federations, 55 have returned the Questionnaire to date… Some of them filled it in only when we made it a prerequisite for sending barbell-aid… Dear Friends: The IWF is investing high amounts from its budget into the Development Programs, but we need your collaboration, your day-to-day contact, in order to move forward. 
The third area which has remained high on our agenda is the Anti-Doping operations. We trust that by now everybody has understood that it must remain our priority if we want to keep weightlifting on the Olympic Games and stay a member of integrity within the International Sports Community. As before, we are spending one third of our budget on the anti-doping controls, both in and out of competition. The competition controls are comprehensive and relentless. See the shocking result of the European Championships testing! There is no room for bias or favouritism. And in case you have not noticed yet: the laboratory analysis methods keep improving and are getting more and more refined, sensitive and sophisticated! So, wake up, everybody! NOBODY will get away with cheating! Now, prior to the first Main Qualification World Championships in Santo Domingo, let us remind you of the ‘Whereabouts’ information. Athletes not having sent the whereabouts data – the precondition of unannounced doping controls – will not be allowed to participate in the 2006 Mundial. Remember the slogan ‘You don’t comply – you don’t compete!’? We must be firm and consistent. That’s our only way forward – and, believe us, Friends: that’s the only way that pays off for the sport in the long run.
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